SRI AUROBINDO
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When in 1906 Dadabhai Nairoji, as Pre-
sident of the Calcutta Congress, first used the
word  Swaraj   to  mean  colonial  self-govern-
ment,   Sri   Aurobindo's   immediate   reaction
was   to   declare   openly   for   complete   and
absolute independence as the aim of political
action in India. He was the first of India's
politicians who had the courage to declare
this   in public,  and from 1906 onwards he
insisted on this ideal persistently in the pages
of the Bandemataram^ and he evoked imme-
diate   response   from his   countrymen.   The
Congress under Nationalist leadership adopted
it in its Karachi session only in 1931. And
as the means to the attainment of this end,
the Bandemataram declared and developed a
new political programme for the country as
the   programme   of   the   Nationalist   Party,
including all the items of Sri Aurobindo's plan
already stated.

Sri Aurobindo wrote a series of articles on
passive   resistance,   developing   the   political